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tones told only of his love and loyalty, his manliness
and steadfast purpose, his kingly power and wisdom.
This alone sustained her in her time of trouble, this
alone was to her thirsting and sorely-tried spirit a
source of never-failing refreshment and consolation.

The royal mother begged her to stay with her for
a time while she sent messengers in every direction
to search for the lost prince. Damayanti consented,
and was conducted at once to the king's daughter, who
was of her own age ; and this princess led her
gently to her own apartments, where she was given
the duties of one of the ladies-in-waiting.

VI

We must now return to Nala. When he ran
into the depths of the forest, he saw a flaming fire,
from the heart of which came a voice which said,
" Come hither, Prince, and fear not." Then without
hesitation he sprang through the flames and found
a great serpent lying on the ground.

" I am the snake Karkolaka," it said, " doomed to
lie here until Nala shall come by. I promise to help
you if you will help me. Grasp me without fear
and carry me hence."

Nala laid his hand upon the great reptile, which
at once shrank to a finger's length. He lifted it up,
and as he did so the fire went out. " Do not lay me
down," said the snake, " but take ten steps forward."
Nala obeyed, and at the tenth step the serpent stung
him.